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Docear’s PDF Inspector: Extracting titles from PDF files
Published by Joeran Beel on 4th February 2013







	
		
			
	
				

			A while ago we released Docear with automatic metadata extraction. Several users asked us if this functionality was also available as stand-alone tool. Therefore, we decided to create a little tool which we name “Docear’s PDF Inspector”. Docear’s PDF Inspector extracts titles from PDF files not from the PDF’s metadata but from its full-text. More precisely, Docear’s PDF Inspector extracts the full-text of the first page of a PDF and looks for the largest text in the upper third of that page. This text is returned as title. Of course, this does not always deliver the correct title (e.g. sometimes the journal name is formatted in a larger font size than an article’s title) but in about 70% you will get the correct one.  The main features of Docear’s PDF Inspector are

	Extracts titles from PDF files with good accuracy (~70%) and excellent run-time (few milliseconds per PDF in batch mode)
	Usable as library (other tools can easily integrate Docear’s PDF Extractor to extract titles from PDFs.
	Usable as stand-alone command-line application (returns a PDFs’ title on the command line)
	Usable in batch mode (stores the extracted titles into a CSV file)
	Reads all PDF versions (other tools such as SciPlore Xtract or ParsCit are using PDFBox for processing the PDFs. However, PDFBox sometimes has problems extracting text from PDFs not being 100% compliant to the PDF standard – Docear’s PDF Inspector is more tolerant)
	Written entirely in JAVA 1.6. Hence, Docear’s PDF Inspector runs on any major operating system, including Windows, Linux, and Mac OS, without any other tools required (besides the JAVA run time environment, of course)
	Completely independent of further tools – you only need Docear’s PDF Inspector, that’s it (e.g. SciPlore Xtract requires pdftohtml to be installed)
	Released under the GNU General Public License (GPL) 2 or later, which means it is completely free to use and its source code can be downloaded and modified by anyone.




Please note, as a normal Docear user you don’t have to download Docear’s PDF Inspector – it is already integrated into Docear. We only offer Docear’s PDF Inspector as separate download for third parties who would like to use it in their own applications. In addition, Docear’s PDF Inspector has not (yet) a look-up function that complements the extracted metadata with further information from Docear’s Web Service.

Downloads and more information on the Homepage of Docear’s PDF Inspector.
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					Joeran Beel

					Please visit https://isg.beel.org/people/joeran-beel/ for more details about me.
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					bkafle					
						· 4th January 2014 at 16:37					
				

				Hi,with the recent Docear software in Windows 7, i am not able to use this function (i would love to use this. I tried to import metadata from pdfs from data fetched by Doccear’s digital library. Its neither extracting any title of the pdf, nor its metadata. Any suggestions ?
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					Joeran [Docear]					
						· 6th January 2014 at 13:36					
				

				Could you please report this problem in our bug forum? and please explain in more detail what you are doing (which entries you are selecting in the menu) and what happens. please also report whether you are using Docear behind a proxy server or with a “normal” internet connection.
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					Ayo Alatishe					
						· 22nd October 2013 at 16:05					
				

				Hi, This is a great tool! I m loving it!

The only problem is that it only works on searchable PDFs. It doesnt do OCR i guess.

				
					
 Reply				

			

		

		

							
					
											

				
						
				
					Joeran [Docear]					
						· 22nd October 2013 at 16:52					
				

				indeed, the tool does not OCR and we won’t be able to integrate such a function anytime soon 🙁

				
					
 Reply				

			

		

		


		
							
					
											

				
						
				
					Kevin					
						· 15th February 2013 at 04:07					
				

				This is an awesome feature! Can you also make the file node names in the mind maps rename based on the new titles?

Cheers,

-K
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					Joeran [Docear]					
						· 15th February 2013 at 08:49					
				

				this is not yet possible but it’s on our todo-list

				
					
 Reply				
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						Please activate JavaScript to see a list of related products created by Darwin & Goliath, the Recommender-System As-a-Service that provides custom-made recommender systems for your e-commerce shop, ready-to-run within minutes.
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														Update for Docear’s “Google Scholar Parser” Library to Fetch Metadata for PDF files													
												

												Update 2018-07-31: We updated the Dropbox Link Google Scholar recently changed its layout, and as a consequence, Docear couldn’t fetch metadata anymore from Google Scholar for PDF files. Fortunately, one of our users (“Silberzwiebel”) adjusted Docear’s Read more…

											

										

									

																	
										
																							
													
																											
												

																						
												Mr. DLib 

												
													
														Mr. DLib Recommendations-as-a-Service v1.3: “Word Embeddings” and Many Minor Improvements and Bug Fixes													
												

												We released version 1.3 of Mr. DLib´s Recommender-System as-a-Service. The new major feature is “word embeddings” based recommendations. We are excited to see how the new recommendations will perform with our partners. In addition, we Read more…

											

										

									

																	
										
																							
													
																											
												

																						
												Mr. DLib 

												
													
														Mr. DLib v1.2.1: Improved keyphrase recommendations and Apache Lucene query handling													
												

												The new version of our recommender system completes 104 issues and significantly improves the recommendations. The most notable improvements are: We improved the keyphrase extraction process in the recommender system, i.e. keyphrases are not stored differently Read more…

											

										

									

																							

						

					

				

			

							
						
																	Google Scholar
	Linkedin
	Twitter
	ResearchGate
	Mendeley
	XING
	Impressum

Hestia | Developed by ThemeIsle

			

					
			




	
		

		Manage Cookie Consent

		
			
		

	


	

	
		We use cookies to optimise our website and our service.

		
		
			
				
						
							Functional
							
								
									
									Functional
								
								Always active							
							
								
							
						
				
				
					The technical storage or access is strictly necessary for the legitimate purpose of enabling the use of a specific service explicitly requested by the subscriber or user, or for the sole purpose of carrying out the transmission of a communication over an electronic communications network.
				

			

			
				
						
							Preferences
							
								
								Preferences
							
							
								
							
						
				
				
					The technical storage or access is necessary for the legitimate purpose of storing preferences that are not requested by the subscriber or user.
				

			

			
				
						
							Statistics
							
								
								Statistics
							
							
								
							
						
				
				
					The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for statistical purposes.
					The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for anonymous statistical purposes. Without a subpoena, voluntary compliance on the part of your Internet Service Provider, or additional records from a third party, information stored or retrieved for this purpose alone cannot usually be used to identify you.
				

			
			
				
						
							Marketing
							
								
								Marketing
							
							
								
							
						
				
				
					The technical storage or access is required to create user profiles to send advertising, or to track the user on a website or across several websites for similar marketing purposes.
				

			
		

			


	
		Manage options
		Manage services
		Manage {vendor_count} vendors
		Read more about these purposes
			


	


	
		Accept cookies
		Deny
		View preferences
		Save preferences
		View preferences
			


	
		{title}
		{title}
		{title}
			






					Manage consent


























